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WHO IS AWARD-WORTHY?
It’s time to get your nominations in for the 
6th annual Mayor’s Awards for Excellence. 
The awards go to residents and businesses 
in Golden who contribute to Golden in an 
extraordinary way. Nominations should 
explain the contributions the nominee 
makes to the Golden community and why 
these contributions are exceptional. 

Completed nominations are due by 
5 p.m. on Monday, Aug. 31. You may 
submit through the City’s website at www.
cityofgolden.net/links/MayorsAwards, 
email nominations to Denise Hish at 
dhish@cityofgolden.net, or deliver your 
selection to City Hall, 911 10th St. The 
awards ceremony will be held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 22. Look for more information in 
the September Informer.

SAVE MONEY ON WATER USE
Golden is partnering with the Center 
for ReSource Conservation to put 
conservation into action and we need 
your help. If you have an in-ground 
sprinkler system for your lawn, you will 
save water and money by scheduling a no 
cost Slow the Flow Water Consultation. 
Simply schedule an appointment to meet 
with a Water Conservation Technician at 
your home. The service usually takes 90 
minutes and involves a visual inspection, 
data collection, and in-depth evaluation. 
The technician will deliver a clear and 
actionable list of suggestions to reduce 
water use and runoff at each property, 
while keeping landscapes and lawns 
healthy. Slow the Flow saves an average 

of 5,000 gallons of water per outdoor 
watering season for each resident!

For commercial properties or HOAs, 
Slow the Flow offers a quick and 
impactful way to evaluate the irrigation 
practices of your properties and makes 
simple suggestions for changes that 
will reduce waste and help eliminate 
runoff. Schedule an appointment with 
the Center for ReSource Conservation 
Water Technicians to receive a detailed 
analysis of your existing sprinkler system 
and suggestions to increase the efficiency 
and effectiveness of your outdoor  
water use. 

Schedule online at conservationcenter.
org/slow-the-slow-2 or call 303-999-3824.

BEST WISHES TO  
GOLDEN CHAMBER CEO
The Golden Cham-
ber of Commerce 
CEO, Dawn Smith’s 
husband, Aaron, 
had a change in job 
situation. With this 
change, the Smiths 
will be moving to 
Gettysburg, Penn-
sylvania directly 
following the Fine 
Arts Festival in 
mid-August. Aaron is pursuing ordination 
in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America. During her tenure Dawn and 
the Board of Directors created a Strategic 
Plan, upgraded and added new technology, 
started monthly membership meetings, 
increased committee involvement, and im-
proved the Chamber’s financial processes 
and stability. 

We are thankful for Dawn’s time here and 
we wish the Smiths well. The Chamber is 
actively seeking a replacement for Dawn.

HEADS UP: Important Upcoming Items

Below is Golden 
City Council's 

monthly calendar. 
Meetings are held on 
Thursdays and begin 
at 6:30 p.m. in Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 
911 10th St., unless 
otherwise noted.

August 6  

No meeting

August 13  

Regular business 

meeting

August 20 

No meeting

August 27  

Regular business 

meeting

Council’s upcoming 
agendas, packets and  
meeting minutes are 
available online under 
the City Council link at 
www.CityofGolden.net. 

Public comment is 
welcome on the agenda 
at all regular business 
meetings.

Dawn Smith, Golden 
Chamber of Commerce 
CEO
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In a happy convergence of interests, 5,637 degree-seeking Colorado School of Mines (CSM) students enjoy 
the Golden lifestyle during their college years and 19,393 Golden residents appreciate having a premier 

engineering university in our community. 
Every August, the bright students of Mines fill the town with their energy. They support our local businesses, 

including restaurants, coffee shops, entertainment venues, outdoor attire and equipment stores, food markets, 
and health-care providers. Their families and friends reserve rooms in our hotels and other short-stay facilities. 

Through their classwork and service projects, the students provide useful information and volunteer 
time to the City. For instance, Mines design teams supplied the City with workable concepts for skate park 
improvements at Ulysses Park and temporary upstream detention ponds to protect Golden’s water facilities 
during flood events. The Student Activities Office received the Golden Chamber of Commerce’s 2015 Civic 
Award for the students’ significant contributions to city events. 

Additionally, members of the Mines faculty and staff serve as a continuing source of economic-development 
opportunities, intellectual capital, and cultural enrichment. Their research efforts and business plans contribute 
to the vibrancy of Golden’s economy. Many of them give Golden Beer Talks, engage in city issues, and serve on 
city and civic boards of directors. They also invite residents to campus concerts, readings, and lectures.

In return, the City of Golden welcomes the Mines community to our town. Golden has friendly residents and 
business owners; tons of outdoor activities; terrific restaurants, shops and museums; safe streets; world class 
events and ever-improving transit options.Golden makes an ideal home base for a university. 

Golden and Mines goals, however, are not always precisely aligned. There are some interests unique to the 
campus and some particular to Golden neighborhoods. These differences have the potential to disrupt the town/
gown dialogue. Fortunately, both camps recognize the importance of open communication, collaboration, and 
compromise. Though total agreement may be rare, a positive relationship has emerged from our history of 
working together to resolve common issues. 

The best example of a successful, shared effort can be found in the planning of the soon-to-be-constructed 6th 
Avenue and 19th Street interchange. At present, speeding traffic on 6th Avenue divides Golden neighborhoods 
from the heart of town and Mines Park residences from the main campus. The community worked with CSM to 
brain-storm ideas. An agreement was reached on a creative, yet functional, design, which includes a park-like 
space on a grade-level overpass. The City committed $4 million to the project, Mines pitched in $1 million, and 
the Colorado Department of Transportation awarded funding in the amount of $20 million. After completion, 
the intersection will accommodate regional traffic, enhance Mines student safety, and facilitate local vehicular, 
bicycle, and pedestrian movement. 

Of course, there are remaining (and often nagging) issues to be addressed, usually on a case-by-case basis. 
Some of the more obvious flashpoints involve neighborhood quality of life, land-use procedures and principles, 
sustainability efforts, parking preferences and limitations, and economic-development partnerships. 

 This fall, there will be a new President of the Colorado School of Mines, a new Golden City Manager, newly 
elected or re-elected members of the Golden City Council, a new Executive Director of the Golden Chamber of 
Commerce, and, as always, new residents and students. As a result, fresh or refreshed leaders will set the pace 
and tone of future Mines/Golden relationships. Ideally, these individuals will interact regularly, recognize the 
mutual benefits of having a prestigious institution of higher education in a thriving community, and commit to 
nurturing both the town and the gown. 

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

By Mayor Marjorie Sloan

New Relations to Develop  
Between the Town and the Gown
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The City of Golden is proud 
to introduce you to our 
new city manager, Jason 

Slowinski. Jason is trading in his 
lake view for a mountain view 
and he and his family are thrilled. 
“It’s beautiful,” said Slowinski. 
“Nothing like this in Illinois!”

Jason comes from the Village 
of Lake Zurich in Illinois, where 
he was village manager. He was 
born and raised in a small town 
in Wisconsin. After attending 
the University of Wisconsin 
Milwaukee, he became a city 
planner in Virginia. He then went 
to Chicago to attend law school and 
upon graduation, worked his way 
up to the village manager position 
in Lake Zurich. It’s a career he likes 
because for him, it’s a great way to 
serve the public. “I like working 
with the different departments and 
providing services to residents. I 
think it’s rewarding.”

Jason is married to Stephanie 
and they have two daughters; 10 
year old Francesca and 6 year old 
Sophia. He says Golden is ideal for 
his family. “And for me it’s about 
making sure they’re in a place that 
they can grow up and be raised in 
a community that’s kind of what 
I grew up in, which is one that’s 
supportive and there’s opportunity 
and people are close.”

Jason was one of five finalists 
who came to Golden to meet with 
the City Council, City employees, 
citizens and city managers from 
neighboring cities. Councilors 
spent a long summer Saturday 
interviewing each candidate and 
then discussing who would be the 
best fit in Golden for years to come. 

“In the end, Jason stood out for his 
friendly, logical and community-
oriented approach to 21st Century 
city management,” said Mayor 
Marjorie Sloan. “His references 
– and council’s interactions with 
him – showed him to be a hard-
working, ethical, even-tempered 
and caring leader. He did his 
homework on Golden’s vision and 
values and recognized that we have 
a connected, engaged community 
with a great city staff.”

Jason says he relates very well 
to the Golden Vision 2030 plan. 
He says it has helped get Golden 
to the great position it’s currently 
in, but also allows room for even 
more improvement and growth as 
a community. “It makes Golden a 
great place to be but also from a 
professional standpoint it’s a good 
opportunity to continue to build on 
that document and make sure those 
values are here for both the near 
and long term.”

Jason Slowinski replaces Mike 
Bestor, who retired as Golden’s 
city manager in July after 21 years 
of service to the City. Jason knows 
he has big shoes to fill, but he 
also sees it as a uniquely positive 
opportunity. “I’m lucky I’m coming 
into an organization that Mike and 
his team have done a great job on 
making sure that the City is where 
it is today and that the community 
is as strong as it is. Not all cities 
are in that kind of position. Golden 
is special that way. I’m not sure 
everybody who’s been here for a 
while understands exactly how 
good it is and how lucky they are, 
but that’s a credit to Mike and what 
he’s done here.”
Jason will begin serving as city 
manager in early September. Until 
then, Community and Economic 
Development Director Steve Glueck 
will serve as interim city manager.

Meet Your New City Manager

Jason Slowinski with his wife Stephanie and daughters 10 year old Francesca and 6 year 
old Sophia.
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As we near election season, you have an opportunity to make 
your voice heard in a variety of ways. The simplest is to 
vote. But if you want to go a step further, there is also an 

opportunity to run for Golden’s City Council. Three positions are 
up for election including the Mayor and Councilors for District 1 
and District 2. So no matter where you live in Golden, you can run  
for office.

In order to run, you must be a resident and registered voter of your 
ward in the City of Golden, a citizen of the United States for at least 
five years and you must have resided in the city for at least one year 
immediately preceding the election. 

Nomination petitions may be taken out and circulated beginning 
Aug. 4. Petitions must be picked up from the City Clerk’s office. 
They are due back to the City Clerk by 5 p.m. on Aug. 24. Candidates 
must obtain 25 signatures from registered voters within the city 
for the office of Mayor, and 25 signatures for the District for which 
the candidate is running. District 1 is made up of Wards 1 and 2;  
District 2 is made up of Wards 3 and 4.

You must also file a Candidate Affidavit within 10 days of getting 
your first signature on your nomination petition, or announcing 
your intent to become a candidate. Contact the City Clerk’s Office 
for more information at clerks@cityofgolden.net, 303-384-8014 or  
303-384-8015.

This will be a mail ballot election. Jefferson County will mail out 
the ballots in accordance with the schedule set by statute.

You Can Impact Government
DON’T FORGET  

TO REGISTER TO VOTE!
The deadline for submitting a voter 
registration application through a 
voter registration drive is Tuesday, 
Oct. 12. You can register at Jefferson 
County Election Department or the 
Golden City Clerk’s office.

Oct. 26 is the last day for a new 
Colorado voter to register: by mail, 
through a voter registration agency, 
or a local drivers license exam 
facility. This is also the last day a 
first time voter can register at state 
of Colorado Online registration site 
www.govotecolorado.com. 

Contact the Golden City Clerk’s 
Office at clerks@cityofgolden.net 
or 303-384-8014 or 303-384-8015 
for Golden Election information 
or information can also be found 
on the City of Golden Web Site  
www.cityofgolden.net/links/Elections.

A group of Golden residents 
are working hard to make 

sure our voices are heard in the 
next election. They’ve formed a 
group called Golden Votes, a non-
partisan group whose purpose is to 
encourage citizens to vote.

The group, headed by resident 
Judy Denison, will be out in the 
community with information on 
how people can register to vote, and 
also to encourage registered voters 
to cast their ballots. According to 
Denison, it is estimated that about 
5,000 eligible people in Golden are 
currently not registered to vote. Yet 

Golden is better than most other 
parts of the country. According to 
a 2014 editorial in the New York 
Times, voter turnout in 2014 was 
the lowest in 72 years. In most 
states, less than half of the eligible 
population voted and no state 
broke 60 percent. 

One lesson learned from these 
statistics is that when voting is made 
easier, more people vote. Colorado 
switched to a mail ballot system 
and it had the 4th highest turnout in 
the U.S. with 51 percent of Golden 
residents voting. Throughout 
Golden’s history, there have been 
elections and policy decisions that 
have passed or failed by just a few 
votes. So you really can have an 
impact on local decisions. 

If you would like to help the 
efforts to get out the vote, you can 
join Golden Votes by contacting 
Denison at judy_d@prodigy.net.

Take Advantage of Your Right to Vote
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Heritage Square’s Victorian themed entertainment 
village will close its doors on Dec. 31. That 
includes the beloved alpine slide and all of 

the shops and businesses, with the exception of the 
amusement park and Victorian Event Center. At the time 
this article went to print, the future of the Heritage Square 
site was up in the air. So instead of trying to guess what 
will replace it, Golden Museum Curator Mark Dodge has 
a look at Heritage Square’s colorful history.

Heritage Square opened in 1971 on the former site of 
Magic Mountain, which started in 1959 and was the first 
theme park built in the country to follow the Disneyland 
concept. Located just south of Golden, the forgotten 
park was idle for nearly a dozen years until Woodmoor 
Corporation purchased the property and re-envisioned it 
as a Victorian-themed shopping village filled with artisan 
shops and attractions. 

The new owners created Heritage Square as a place 
for artists and craftsman to work, teach, and sell their 
goods. The existing buildings were spruced up and a call 
went out for artisans. Glassblowers, painters, potters, 
candle-makers, weavers and metal-smiths responded 
and set up shop. In addition to the artisans, other unique 
retailers opened shops in vacant storefronts, including 
the General Store, restaurants like Notz Landing, and in 
later years, the ubiquitous old-time portrait studio. This 
one still is run by Professor Goodbellows (the longest 
running business still in operation since 1984). 

Heritage Square also gained fame for its entertainment 
and attractions:
• Bill Oakley’s Opera House opened in 1973 followed up 

by TJ Mullin’s Music Hall in the 1988. 

• During the 1980s the Lazy B offered an all-you-can-eat 
chuck wagon supper and the Golden West Wranglers 
serenaded with western classics.

• A Coca-Cola museum opened in 1991. 
• Two different railroads have chugged around the place 

since Magic Mountain—the High Country Railroad, a 
24” gauge line started in 1972 operated the longest—
over 20 years. It was followed by the Rio Golden 
Railroad, a 15” gauge scale train still operating.

• An alpine slide developed by Mannesmann Demag 
of West Germany opened in 1979—it still affords an 
exhilarating vantage of Denver and the foothills. 

• Come October, there’s even a “haunted” Spider 
Mansion. 
In 1976 the Jefferson County Historical Commission 

sought fit to recognize Heritage Square as one of 
25 special sites during the Centennial/Bicentennial 
celebrations, partly due to the fact that some of Heritage 
Square is built upon the Gold Rush town site of Apex.  

After 44 years, you can still visit Heritage Square, but 
you had better hurry since the park as we know it now is 
scheduled to close for good at the end of the 2015 season. 

If this article jogged a memory or you have photos 
or items to donate relating to Heritage Square or Magic 
Mountain please give Mark a call: 303-277-8714 or email 
mdodge@cityofgolden.net.

Another Evolution for Heritage Square

ON LOAN FOR A LIMITED TIME
Stop by the Golden History Center to see a rare partial 
artist rendering of the proposed Magic Mountain 
theme park, c. 1957 on loan from TJ Mullin. 

Left: Visitors enjoying the Alpine Slide, which is scheduled to close at the end of the year. Above: Inside The General Store at Heritage 
Square, about 1971, by Marilane McCarthy. Golden History Museums, City of Golden Collection.
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In order to make it easier for homeowners and 
residents to park near their homes, the City of 

Golden established two residential permit parking 
programs for areas surrounding the Colorado School 
of Mines campus and Golden High School. As the 
number of students rise, the streets have become 
more and more crowded with vehicles. The permit 
system makes parking more accessible to those who 
live in the area, during the school year.

Parking permits are issued by the City to property 
owners within the permit area and are required for 
parking during the school year from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Monday through Friday. New permits are issued 
each new school year and are mailed to residents. As 
stated in the above article, there is strict enforcement 
of the program, including fines for parking without a 
permit during school hours.

If you are a new resident to the area, it’s important 
to find out if you need a permit for your street. 
For more information and to see maps of the two 
areas, visit www.cityofgolden.net/city-services/city-
parking-permit-program or contact Denise Hish at 
303-384-8011 or dhish@cityofgolden.net.

WHO GETS A PARKING PERMIT

In our final article on parking 
for this three-part series, we 
are addressing areas which 

are regulated by permits. Within 
blocks of the downtown area you 
will encounter unique residential 
neighborhoods, businesses, the 
historical district, and the Colorado 
School of Mines. The distinctive 
blending of residential, business, 
educational, and historical zones 
within Golden is what makes our 
community one of a kind! Many of 
these areas have been designated 
by signs indicating neighborhood 
parking only, city parking permit 
required, and Mines parking permits 
required. Looking for and following 
the restrictions noted on these signs 
will undoubtedly ensure you won’t 
get a parking ticket. 

Indeed, our attempt to balance 
the parking needs of our residents 
with those visiting our community 
or attending college has been a 
multifaceted challenge. Those 
who live in Golden need defined 
residential parking for family 
and friends. By contrast, those 
visiting our wonderful city need the 

opportunity to park in a reasonable 
location within walking distance 
of the downtown and historical 
districts. The best solution for both 
of these valued partners has been the 
establishment of restricted parking 
controlled by signage and permits. 

When you are visiting our city, we 
encourage you to use the garages, 
lots, and street parking all located 
within one block of Washington 
Avenue. If you find yourself driving 
through the residential areas just 
west of downtown, please pay 
attention to the signs which outline 
the rules for parking. Keep in mind 
that all of these parking areas are 
monitored by the police department 

and will result in a $30 ticket  
for violations. 

Throughout these three articles, 
the City of Golden has provided 
you with important facts regarding 
parallel, downtown and permit 
parking (see the June and July 
Informers for the other articles). We 
want you to know that a great deal 
of forecasting and deliberation has 
gone into the City’s comprehensive 
parking plan. The goal has always 
been and will continue to be, 
ensuring that if you live, work 
or visit our community that your 
experience is memorable for all the 
right reasons. 

What to Know About Permitted Parking 
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Bell Middle School recently 
added 6th graders to the 
school, they’ve created and 

expanded an award winning i-STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Math) program and they’ve seen a 
lot of success. But there’s one thing 
that’s been missing at Bell for a long 
time… a decent recess space for 
kids during lunch. “Basically, there 
was nothing for them to do,” said 
Principal Bridget Jones.

Parent and PTA member Julie 
Behrens had two daughters in 
the first sixth grade class at Bell. 
“They loved everything about 
the school except for recess,” said 
Behrens. “As I learned more, 
I learned that the recess space 
hadn’t been significantly updated 
since the school was built in 
1962.” Behrens remembered that 
Mitchell Elementary recently had 
a playground transformation. After 
a few phone calls to the City, she 
was pleased to find out that there 
was $70,000 available for a similar 
update at Bell; money collected 
from housing developers who 
are required to contribute to area 

schools. Behrens couldn’t wait to 
tell school officials. The idea was a 
big hit.

Who better to design the 
playground than the students 
themselves. The 7th grade iSTEM 
class was assigned the task of the 
redesign. They broke into groups 
and under the leadership of teacher 
Jesse Swift and Jeffco Public 
Schools Project Manager Brian 
Korb, they took on the roles of 
designers, planners and surveyors. 
“They were told to go big with their 
imagination,” said Jones. “Then 
they could see what was realistic for 
the budget and learn to prioritize.” 
The 7th graders were then tasked 
with presenting their designs to a 
panel of teachers and parents.

Surprisingly, all of the designs 
were very similar. They all wanted 
a new bike cage in the front of 
the building, a shade structure 
in the back, an area for wall ball 
and 4square, places to sit and 
surprisingly, they all wanted swings. 
“This was more than a project, this 
was real-world stuff,” said Jones. 
“My whole philosophy is put it 
in the hands of the kids. Our little 
engineers came through!”

This fall, as the now 8th graders 
come back to school, they will get 
to reap the rewards of their hard 
work. The new playground is done; 
a contribution that will enrich 
the middle school experience for 
generations to come.

Bell Students Enjoy the Fruits of their Labor

The 17th president of the Colorado School of Mines (CSM) has officially taken the 
reins. Paul C. Johnson assumed his duties last month, just in time to prepare for 

the upcoming school year. Johnson joins CSM from Arizona State University.
Johnson believes in and encourages an environment which promotes learning 

beyond traditional coursework, nurtures entrepreneurs, and relies on a strong peer-
mentoring culture. He wants students to experience engineering from day one. At 
ASU, this philosophy resulted in increased enrollment, attraction of great teachers, 
and increases in research projects, grants, contracts and start-ups. 

As part of his “initiation” into CSM, Johnson will participate in the longest 
standing Mines tradition… the freshman M-Climb, where new students carry a rock 
up Mt. Zion to the “M” and then whitewash the rocks which form the iconic letter 
we see from the Golden valley. “I’ve been searching for the perfect 10-pound rock to 
carry up to the M on Mt. Zion,” said Johnson.

NEW CSM PRESIDENT BRINGS CULTURE OF LEARNING BEYOND THE CLASSROOM
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Aug. 1
Coffee with a Councilor
Join City Councilors to talk about 
topics concerning Golden. 10 a.m. at 
Bean Fosters, 720 Golden Ridge Rd. 
For details call Councilor Saoirse 
Charis-Graves at 303-709-7529 or 
scharisgraves@cityofgolden.net.

Aug. 4
A Golden Night in the Park
Join the Golden Police Department 
for the 18th annual National 
Night Out celebration from 5 to 
8 p.m. in Parfet Park, 10th Street 
and Washington Avenue. Free 
food, games, demonstrations and 
giveaways. For more information 
call Jodie Marquez at 303-384-8031 
or jmarquez@cityofgolden.net.

Aug. 7
First Friday Street Fair – 
Expanded!
This month’s Street Fair is bigger 
and better than ever! Enjoy food, 
drinks and entertainment from 5 
to 9 p.m. on Washington Avenue 
between 11th and 13th streets. Hang 
out at the fair and then head across 
the bridge for Movies and Music in 
the Park! For info call 303-279-3113 
or visit www.goldencochamber.org.

Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28
Movies and Music in the Park
Join us for four Friday night movies 
in Parfet Park! Start the night at 
7 p.m. with live music then stick 
around for a family-friendly movie. 
This event is free. Vendors will be on 
hand to sell food and treats, or you 
can bring your own picnic. See the 
full list of bands and movies on p. 19. 
For details visit www.cityofgolden.
net/links/MoviesandMusic.

Aug. 15
Dash at the Splash
This kids’ triathlon has different 
levels of difficulty for children up 
to 12 years old. Held at the Splash 
Aquatic Park, 3151 Illinois St. 
For details and to register, visit  
rec.cityofgolden.net.

Aug. 15 & 16
Golden Fine Arts Festival
More than 130 artists display and 
sell their works of art. From 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday in downtown Golden. See 
p. 12 for details. Also visit www.
goldenfineartsfestival.org or call 
303-279-3113 for more information.

Aug. 16
Concert in the Park
The Jefferson Symphony Orchestra 
will put on a free concert at 6:30 
p.m. in Parfet Park, 10th Street 
and Washington Avenue. This caps 
off the Fine Arts Festival weekend 
celebration. For details visit  
www.jeffsymphony.org.

Aug. 23
USA Pro Challenge
Some of the world’s best cyclists will 
be competing in the largest spectator 
event in the history of Colorado. The 
Pro Challenge comes right through 
the heart of Golden, with a stage 

start for both the professional men’s 
and the elite women’s races. Details 
on p. 13. For more information, visit  
www.cityofgolden.net/play/events/
usa-pro-challenge/.

Aug. 25
Golden Bicycle Cruise
Last Tuesday of each month through 
October. Enjoy a festival with food, 
beer, live music and giveaways, put 
on by the Golden Civic Foundation. 
Then take a community bike ride 
through Golden. Details on p. 12. 
Visit www.goldencivicfoundation.
org for more information.

Aug. 29 & 30
The Great Train Robbery
Celebrate the Wild West at the 
Colorado Railroad Museum, 17155 
W. 44th Ave. Watch outlaws, 
lawmen, ladies and gentlemen 
bring a train robbery to life. Tickets 
are $15 for adults, $10 for seniors 
and $5 for kids. For details visit  
www.coloradorailroadmuseum.org 
or call 303-279-4591.

Aug. 31 through Oct. 9
Boot Camp Challenge
Get all of the motivation and 
affordability of group exercise 
with the accountability and results 
of personal training. BCC is for 
every fitness level: beginner, 
intermediate and advanced. 5:45 to 
6:45 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at Golden Community 
Center, 1470 10th St. For info 
call 720-628-2901 or email kim@
completefitnessdenver.com.

Through Aug. 23
Pump Boys and Dinettes
The musical and fun story of four 

GOLDEN COMMUNITY CALENDAR AUGUST 2015
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gas station attendants and two 
waitresses at a small-town dinette. 
Miners Alley Playhouse, 1224 
Washington Ave. For show times, 
tickets and info call 303-935-3044 
or visit www.minersalley.com.

Through Aug. 30
Ansel Adams: Masterworks
This traveling exhibition features 
48 works from the Museum Set, a 
portfolio hand-selected by Adams 
to represent his best work. Visit  
www.FoothillsArtCenter.org or 
call 303-279-3922 for a full list 
of events, in-gallery experiences, 
studio classes and more. Volunteers 
are also needed to work in the 
gallery. Contact FAC to find out the 
benefits to volunteering.

Through Oct. 11
Calendar Girls to Cowboys
Coors released its first illustrated 
ads in 1893 in the form of calendars, 
and that was the beginning of a 
long history of advertising for the 
native Golden company. Check 
out the evolution in Calendar Girls 

to Cowboys: The Art of Selling 
Coors. Golden History Center, 
923 10th St. For details, hours and 
tickets call 303-278-3557 or visit  
www.GoldenHistory.org.

Coming in September:

Sept. 19 through Oct. 25
Rocky Mountain  
National Watermedia
The goal of this exhibition is to 
reach beyond the tradition of pure 
watercolor and embrace innovation 
in water-based media that now 
includes acrylic, casein, gouache, 
egg tempera and mixed media. 
Featured will be approximately 
70 works of art by national 
artists working in watermedia. 
For hours and ticket prices, visit  
www.FoothillsArtCenter.org or call 
303-279-3922.

GOLDEN COMMUNITY CALENDAR AUGUST 2015

Information is subject to change. Please use contact information  
to confirm the details of an event. To list a community event happening  

in Golden here, please send your listing to:  
Golden City Hall, Communications Dept., 911 10th St., Golden, CO 80401,  
or by e-mail to ktilley@cityofgolden.net. Listings should include the date(s),  
the event name and a brief description of the event, which may include cost, 

location and contact information. Submissions must be received by the first of 
the month prior to the issue you would like them printed in (i.e., Jan. 1 for the 

February issue). Call 303-384-8132 with questions or for more information. 

For more up to date information  
or other things to do in Golden,  

visit www.VisitGolden.com.

Tell them you read about them 
in the Golden Informer!

Please call 303-279-1435,  
for more information.

Building Use  
Tax Workshop

FREE

The City of Golden is hosting a FREE 
Building Use Tax Workshop taught 
by our professional staff of auditors. 
Class is geared toward individuals who 
need to learn about building use tax 
concepts on an in-depth basis.

The workshop will be held in the 
Golden City Hall Conference Room, 

City Hall, 911 10th St.

August 5, 2015 ..........  8:30 to 10 a.m.

Class is free,  
but space is limited.  

Please call 303-384-8024  
for your reservation.

FREE

The City of Golden is hosting FREE 
Sales and Use Tax workshops taught by 
our professional staff of auditors and 
geared toward individuals who need to 
learn sales and use tax concepts on an 
in-depth level.

The workshops will be held in the 
Golden City Hall Conference Room, 

City Hall, 911 10th St.

September 2, 2015 ... 8:30 to 10 a.m.

October 7, 2015 ......... 8:30 to 10 a.m.

Although these classes are free,  

space is limited.  

Please call 303-384-8024  

for your reservation.

Sales and Use  
Tax Workshops



Page 12  August 2015  The Golden Informer

The Golden Fine Arts 
Festival, one of the largest 
and most prestigious juried 

art shows in the Denver metro area, 
celebrates its 25th anniversary this 
year. The juried art event is free 
to attend! It goes from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, 
Aug. 15 & 16 in historic downtown 
Golden, along 11th Street between 
Arapahoe and Maple. More 
than twice as many artists as in 
previous years applied to have their  
work exhibited. 

The juried show represents 
the works of close to 150 artists 
in various media. The festival 
includes food trucks, live music, 

craft beer, a wine booth and lots of 
activities for kids in the Kids Art 
Zone presented by ArtReach. 

In addition, enjoy the Golden 

Farmer’s Market just across the 
creek on Saturday with extended 
hours from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
free admission to the Clear Creek 
History Park. The event wraps 
up with a free concert by the 
Jefferson Symphony Orchestra 
in nearby Parfet Park. For more 
information on the Golden Fine 
Arts Festival and Golden, check out  
www.goldenfineartsfestival.org or 
visitgolden.com.

Courtesy of Edward Bartoszek.

Golden Fine Arts Festival 
Celebrating 25 Years

If you haven’t already participated in one of the Golden Bicycle 
Cruises, now is your chance! On the last Tuesday of each month 

through October, join your neighbors and ride the wonderful bike paths  
of Golden.

In addition to the ride, enjoy a festival in the parking lot of 
the Golden Library complete with food, beer, live music and 
giveaways. You even have the chance to win a new cruiser bike 
or a kid’s bike at each event, sponsored by St. Anthony’s Hospital.

To be eligible for the drawings, you’ll need to buy a beer or 
food ticket. The kiddos have three ways to get tickets: wear 
a costume, bring a can or box of non-perishable food, or just 
show up! But you’re encouraged to be generous and help others. 
Each ride has a theme. There’s also a waiver to sign. Details at  
www.goldencivicfoundation.org.

Under the auspices of the Golden Civic Foundation, volunteers 
from Golden’s nonprofit organizations will be helping with set-
up, tear down, and manning the beer garden in exchange for a cut 
of the beer proceeds. Volunteers from the Christian Action Guild 
will be acting as course marshals, and will receive a share. This is 
a great chance to support all the fine folks doing wonderful things 
in our town.

For more info, call Marcie Miller at 720-326-8636.

THE GOLDEN FAMILY FRIENDLY BICYCLE CRUISE

You have an opportunity to get the 
cream of the peach crop. Straight 

from the western slope, the Golden 
Rotary is selling boxes of peaches 
from Palisade again this year. But you 
must place your order by Aug. 7.

The peaches come in a 20 pound 
box (approximately 40 peaches) for 
$37. Orders can be placed at Foss 
Wine & Spirits, Runner’s High, 
Golden Visitor’s Center, Guaranty 
Bank, Barrels & Bottles and  
Meyer Hardware. 

You can pick up your peaches 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 15 at the Jefferson County 
Fairgrounds. For more information, 
visit GoldenRotaryPeaches.org 
or call Heather Langendorfer at  
720-583-3477.

Order Your Peaches 
by Aug. 7
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Golden is proud to play a part in cycling 
history, as we host not only the final 
stage start of the men’s USA Pro 

Challenge, but the third stage of the inaugural 
Women’s USA Pro Challenge. The participating 
teams and elite women riders include Kristin 
Armstrong, the two-time Individual Time Trial 
Olympic gold medalist (2008, 2012); and Boulder native 
and international cycling champion Mara Abbott. The 
women’s route and the men’s route can be found at www.
procyclingchallenge.com.

VOLUNTEER TO MAKE IT  
A STAGE START TO REMEMBER!!
Golden is excited to be part of this race, but we can’t do 
it without your help. Sign up to volunteer at the USA Pro 
Challenge website, www.usaprocyclingchallenge.com/
experiences/volunteers or send an email to: usapcc@
cityofgolden.net. 

LOCAL GOLDEN
This year’s festival in Parfet Park has a local theme 
with merchants and organizations representing Golden 
– come and show your support for our locals! The 
LOCAL GOLDEN festival will be open from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., with a Jumbo Tron in the park for race viewing 
after the riders leave Golden. 

THE ADAPTIVE DASH –  
AT THE START LINE AT 1:50 P.M.
Put on by Two Angels Foundation, the Adaptive Dash 
is a great event to encourage the participation in 
recreational activities for children living in Colorado 
with physical disabilities, inspiring them to lead the most 
inclusive and active lives possible. The Adaptive Dash 
lets kids use adaptive mobility devices for recreation. 
Come cheer on these inspiring young athletes as they 
do a short dash from the Start Line. 

USEFUL INFORMATION ABOUT RACE DAY
Start Line for both races will be on Washington Avenue 
between 12th and 13th streets. 

The Women’s race will begin at 10:30 a.m. and end 

shortly after 11:30 a.m. The race is a criterium 
of one hour plus three laps. The women will 
head south on Washington from the start. 

The Men’s race will start at 1:10 p.m. and 
after two loops through town, heads out on 

32nd Avenue at approximately 2:30 p.m. to 
the finish line in Denver. The men will head 

north on Washington Avenue from the start. 
“LOCAL GOLDEN” Festival in Parfet Park, from 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be a Jumbo Tron for race 
viewing, as well local vendors and organizations. Food 
and beer will be available for purchase. 

Most shops in downtown will be open, so walk down 
and get a bite to eat between the men’s and the women’s 
races. 

A self-park bike corral will be set up in the tennis 
courts on 10th Street. Ride your bike downtown and 
lock it up while you enjoy the race activities.

RTD Bus Service will be affected, so please check 
the RTD website www.rtd-denver.com/ for service 
disruptions and detours, or call 303-299-6000.

Churches in the downtown area will be affected by 
the race, and some are choosing to hold services on 
Saturday night, Aug. 22 to avoid traffic and parking 
issues. Please check with your church to find out about 
changes to the times of religious services.

STREET CLOSURES AND PARKING
Washington Avenue will be closed from 11th to 13th 

streets starting at 4 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 22, and the 
closure will expand to 10th and 14th streets beginning 
at 6 a.m. on Sunday, Aug. 23. 

Parking will be severely limited and even restricted 
in the downtown area for the entire day. If you are 
planning to come and watch the race, try walking or 
cycling into town. 

Your best source for up to the minute race information 
including details about street closures, how to get into 
town, best locations to watch the races and volunteer 
opportunities, is www.cityofgolden.net/play/events/
usa-pro-challenge/. With any other questions, email 
Diane Tiberi at usapcc@cityofgolden.net.

USA Pro Challenge • Race Day - Aug. 23
Women’s Route Announced  

Volunteers needed to make this the largest cycling stage start in history!
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Summer Front Porch Hours!
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday thru Friday

Facility Closure:
•   The Aquatics Area and Front Porch will be 

closed Monday, Aug. 17 to Friday, Aug. 21 
for annual cleaning and renovation. 

•   The Mon/Wed/Fri Aqua Aerobics class will be 
held outside at the Splash Aquatic Park during 
this time.

Celebrate Health!
Friday, Aug. 7, 10:30a.m.
Celebrate Health! is a monthly wellness 
program featuring a variety of healthy living 
opportunities for adults of all ages. The 
first Friday of each month we offer healthy 
refreshments and presentations on a variety 
of wellness topics. For more information or to 
make an appointment for one of our services, 
please call 303-384-8130.
Chair massages .................$13 for 15 minutes
Reflexology sessions .........$13 for 15 minutes

Golden Book Club 
This group meets in the Front Porch the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 

The book for August is:  
East of Eden by John Steinbeck.

If you are interested in joining, please email  
Jan Bradbury at bobjanbradbury@
comcast.net.

UPCOMING TRIPS & EVENTS
The Stanley Hotel-Estes Park #25009-1
The Stanley Hotel may possibly be best known today for its 
inspirational role in the Stephen King novel, “The Shining.” 
This magnificent Colorado hotel has been featured as one of 
America’s most haunted hotels and with the numerous stories 
from visitors and staff, The Stanley Hotel continues to “shine” 
today, as it did in 1909 when first opened.

Friday, Aug. 14, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
$35 ( Includes transportation and tour. Bring money for 

lunch, location TBD)
Exertion Level: 3/4
Register/Cancel by Aug. 1 

Royal Gorge #25015-1
Hanging high above Colorado’s wild Arkansas River, the 
Royal Gorge Bridge is America’s highest suspension bridge 
and a legendary feat of engineering renowned the world over.  
For those who venture across it, whether walking or driving, 
the experience is priceless.

Wednesday Aug. 26, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
$35 ( Includes transportation and tour. Bring money for 

lunch, location TBD)
Exertion Level: 3/4
Register/Cancel by Aug. 14  

Can Recycling at the Front Porch
Remember to bring your aluminum cans in and drop them 
off in the recycling bins outside the main entrance to the 
Front Porch. We do not accept glass, tin cans or plastic 
bottles. These proceeds go to supporting our coffee 
and snack service.

Check out the Golden Community Center’s Front Porch -  
designed specifically for people 50 and older. 

The Front Porch offers respite and entertainment, coffee, healthy snacks and cookies.  
There is a full schedule of games, sports, social events, trips and volunteer activities.  
Shoot some pool, surf the internet, work on a puzzle, or just relax before you hit your next fitness class. 

Here’s what’s happening this month:

For more information: 
•  Stop by The Front Porch,  

upstairs at the Community 
Center, 1470 10th St.;

• Call 303-384-8130;
•  Subscribe to the Front 

Porch Newsletter ($8/year); 
•  Check out the Recreation  

brochure; or
•  Visit www.cityofgolden.net/

links/frontporch.
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In July, City Council selected a 
new waste hauler to serve 3,400 
households in the City’s Waste 

& Recycling collection program for 
the next five years. Alpine Waste & 
Recycling was chosen for their low 
prices and ability to provide current 
and future services required by the Golden community. Alpine currently 
serves more than 35,000 households in the metro area and is the largest 
locally-owned waste & recycling company in Colorado. Here’s what 
Golden customers can expect:
•  A webpage just for Golden residents
•   A dedicated phone line where Golden residents can reach one of six 

customer service representatives, trained to be able to answer questions 
specific to Golden’s program.

•   Automated sustainability reports, exclusive to customers, which track 
diversion rates and allow comparisons to other households in the area.

•   The ability to accept new materials starting later this fall. Watch for 
future notice that rigid plastics and formed Styrofoam will soon be 
accepted with single stream materials.

•   Cleaner-burning compressed natural gas (CNG) trucks with real-time 
GPS routing software for efficient pickups.

S o c i a l ,  E c o n o m i c  
&  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I s s u e s

Changes to City’s Waste &  
Recycling Collection Program

FAQS

Q:  Will the days of my 
service change?

A: No. Your trash or 
recycling will continue 

to be picked up on the same day 
of the week as it is currently. 
The time of day may change, so 
be sure to place your carts at the 
curb early in the morning.

Q: Will the pricing change?

A: Possibly. Staff and City 
Council are currently 

finalizing pricing for the new 
service. If there is a price 
change, residents will be 
notified through a separate 
mailer, in water bills, and on the 
city website.

Q:  Will I have to get  
new carts?

A: No, the City owns the 
carts in the program, so 

please continue to use them.

Q:  Who do I contact for a 
service change?

A: Prior to Aug. 31, please 
call Waste Management at  

303-278-8600. Starting Aug. 31, 
a new central phone number will 
be available, as well as email 
and contact information through 
both the City and Alpine’s 
websites. In August, a direct 
mailer with new information 
will be sent to your mailbox and 
included in your water bill.

This is the Alpine Waste and Recycling Customer Service Team (left to right):  
Courtney Hesser, Nic Huber, Kim Catanzaro, Joette Pierce, and Tammy Dixon.
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When we talk about historic homes, we often discuss the repairs and/or maintenance necessary for 
upkeep. When maintenance is neglected for many years, costs for repair can equal or exceed the 
value of the home. All homes require maintenance and the sooner maintenance is performed, the 

smaller the economic impact. Since the exterior of the structure is the key to protecting the interior and structure 
itself, here are some general practices for exterior maintenance, regardless of your home’s age. 

Weather and Pests: 
Rain can wash away landscaping or leak through 
cracks in your exterior. Wind can rip shingles from 
your roof and damage landscaping. Snow loads can 
buckle roofs, and large melting drifts can pull gutters 
down.  Sun and UV can damage roof shingles, warp 
wood trim, degrade vinyl windows/doors, and make 
caulking brittle. Pests can chew through siding or 
exposed wiring, build nests in undesireable places, or 
otherwise damage the exterior.

Roofs and Eaves: 
Roofs should be inspected annually, especially after 
hailstorms. Curled, cracked, split or missing tiles are 
signs of significant damage and should be repaired. 
Hail damage should be reported to your insurance 
company to investigate if a claim is warranted (most 
warranties range from 20-50 years). Eaves should be 
kept free of nests. Watch for discoloration of building 
materials or missing paint under the eaves, as this 
might be a sign of a leak.

Doors and Windows: 
Check to see that all doors and windows close and 
latch correctly. Gaskets and weather stripping wear 
out over time, especially on openings exposed to sun. 
Inspect the exterior caulking around all openings, and 
re-caulk and touch-up paint as necessary.

Gutters, Downspouts and Flashing: 
Obstructions like leaves and debris can cause gutters 
to fill over-top and pull off. They should be flushed 
thoroughly at least once a year to check for leaks and 
proper flow. Downspouts should have a splash block 
or piping extending at least 3 feet from the foundation. 
Flashing (drip edge) should extend around the entire 
perimeter of your roofline, even if you don’t have 
gutters in that area. Drip edges keep water from 
running down the face of the structure and causing 
damage.

Landscaping (including walkways, driveways, 
and window wells): 
Soil and hard surfaces, like concrete or pavers, should 
slope away from your house at least 1/4” per foot (two 
percent). Water infiltration next to your foundation 
can cause efflorescence and water leaks into your 
basement. Large trees shouldn’t be planted closer than 
10 feet to your house. Some insurance companies 
require fire mitigation of 30 feet or more for large 
trees. Window wells exposed to heavy rain or snow 
should have a cover installed. 

Exterior Materials (including masonry, siding, 
stucco, board and batten, and trim): 
Any gaps in any exterior material where water or pests 
may intrude should be filled and caulked. Cracks or 
gaps in mortar between bricks or stone should be tuck-
pointed by a professional mason. 

So the next time you’re sitting outside on your porch 
or firing up the BBQ, just keep an eye out for these 
things, and you may begin to notice areas for easy 
home improvement and maintenance while simply 
enjoying the beauty of Golden. 

Maintenance Tips  
for Preserving Your Historic Home
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Courthouse Hill and 
School of Mines Walking Tour
Learn about the early industries of 
Golden, the history of the Colorado 
School of Mines and Courthouse 
Hill mansions from historian  
Ed Weising. 

Saturday, Aug. 8, 10 a.m. to noon
Members $10; non-members $15 
Register at  
www.GoldenHistory.org/events

Gold Rush Days Walking Tour
Visit historic sites along Clear Creek 
in Golden as well as the downtown 
historic buildings and Victorian 
cottages in the historic districts with 
historian and storyteller Ed Weising. 

Tuesday, Aug. 18, 10 a.m. to noon
Members $10; non-members $15
Register at  
www.GoldenHistory.org/events

Golden Dance Arts
Golden Dance Arts offers a full range 
of classes for ages 2.5 years and up. 
Our professionally trained teachers 
ensure outstanding training for all 
students. Strong technical training 
along with many performance 
opportunities allow our students 
to grow and learn in a unique and 
inspiring environment. We offer 
recreational classes for the once-a-
week student as well as a variety 
of levels of classes for the serious 
dance student taking several classes 
a week. Three annual performances 
(Spring Show, Holiday Show, 
Candlelight Walk performance) 
along with the New Nutcracker 
Ballet, allow all students to gain 
confidence and learn responsibility 

in a fun and positive environment.
Performances are in December 

and the end of May or early June 
each year. Classes are continuous 
throughout the school year; 
however, new students are always 
welcome anytime during the year. 
Dancers must be enrolled for the 
full nine months to receive awards. 
Students must attend classes for 
all months (September through 

December) prior to the December 
show. All classes are co-ed. Boys 
are always welcome!

Several dance programs are 
available for all ages and abilities. 
For more information contact 
Tracy Hagelund at thagelund@
cityofgolden.net or visit rec.
cityofgolden.net for session dates 
and to register. 

Get Golf Ready Adult Clinic
The Get Golf Ready Adult Clinic is 
designed to teach the beginner golfer 
everything needed to play golf in 
just a few lessons. The clinic will 
be three sessions over a one week 
period combining fun, fitness and 
no-pressure on-course experiences. 
Each session will feature basic 
swing mechanics; including grip, 
alignment and posture. Basic rules, 
etiquette, and tips with an emphasis 
on having FUN will help improve 
your overall comfort level on the 
course. 

Monday thru Wednesday 
Aug. 17-19, 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Fee: $100 per student

For more information and to register, visit https://rec.cityofgolden.net.

Golden Community Centeractivities calendar

Located at the base of the foothills, the 
Golden Community Center is a venue 

with a view! 
Perfect for weddings, graduations and 

other events, put your mind at ease with the 
support of professional staff members and 
the convenience of an adjoining caterer’s 
kitchen. 

Call Bryan Smith at 303-384-8133 or email 
bsmith@cityofgolden.net for availability, 
facility tours and rates. Make your event special 
– have it at the Golden Community Center. 

A VENUE  
WITH A VIEW

Clara, played by Brenna Cude, in the 
2014 Golden Dance performance of the 
Nutcracker Ballet. 



Page 18  August 2015  The Golden Informer

In 2011, Golden History Museums 
began working with local 
teachers to develop a program 

called “Building Colorado” that 
would bring museum educators into 
third and fourth grade classrooms. 
The program makes connections 
between Colorado history and 
economics, two subjects that the 
students are already studying. 
Students work in teams to make 
decisions that have consequences 
for the future of their city and the 
rest of the state of Colorado. 

Students get to relive history 
by making important decisions 
during the Gold Rush, building of 
the transcontinental railroad, and 
the silver bonanza and subsequent 
bust. By navigating their way west, 
voting for Colorado statehood and 
losing their money in silver stocks, 
students will have the opportunity 
to learn about the state’s past and 
make decisions that will affect its 
future. The game teaches economic 
concepts such as opportunity cost, 
incentives, and the purchasing of 
stock. These choices have real risks, 
leading students to experience loss 
and gain and the need to budget 
their city’s finances in order to avoid 
becoming a ghost town. 

In the game-based lesson, 
students can play as one of five 
towns: Golden, Denver, Colorado 
City, Leadville, or Pueblo. This 
year we are making some changes 
to incorporate even more choices 

and exciting stories from Colorado 
history. We will be adding five 
more towns for students to learn 
about including Fort Collins, Cañon 
City, Fort Morgan, Silverton, and 
Steamboat. With these additional 
cities, students will learn even more 
mining, agricultural, and industrial 
history of Colorado and will 
navigate through the choices that 
homesteaders and pioneers faced. 

Each group of students will have 
different choices to make, depending 
on their town. The students who 
settle Golden will have to make 
decisions about what to do in their 
town following the devastating 
Tucker Gulch Flood of 1896. 
Examples from other areas of the 
state include; Fort Collins will have 
to decide whether they would like 
to build Colorado State University 
in 1879. By contributing money 

to pay for the construction of the 
building now called Old Main, they 
will reap the rewards of agricultural 
knowledge and increases in 
population. In Silverton, students 
decide what to do when the U.S. 
Government unjustly stops paying 
the Ute Indians in exchange for their 
land, a deal made in 1873. Should 
Silverton petition the government to 
pay the Utes what they are owed or 
do nothing and risk being raided by 
the disgruntled Ute Indians?

Let your third and fourth grade 
teachers know about Golden History 
Museums’ program, “Building 
Colorado.” Museum staff is 
available to come to their classroom 
in the fall or spring, but spots are 
filling fast! Go to GoldenHistory.
org/BuildingColorado or call 303-
278-3557 to sign up.

Golden History Museums
Astor House Museum (822 12th St.) and Golden History Center (923 10th St.)

Call ahead or check website for hours and special event details.
Clear Creek History Park (11th and Arapahoe) ~ Open daily sunrise to sunset

Tel: 303-278-3557 • www.GoldenHistory.org

An Opportunity to Bring History into the Classrooms

Photo courtesy of Golden History Museums, City of Golden Collection.
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