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Appendix B: Evacuation Discussion & Recommendations 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this appendix is to discuss evacuation and resource access issues specific to fire 
in the Wildland Urban Interface and Wildland Intermix areas of the study area.  

The assessment of Golden’s outlying residential neighborhoods that border the open space lands 
surrounding the city is the focus of this report. Factors affecting evacuation have been identified for 
each of these assessment areas. However, the close proximity of many of these areas to Golden’s 
“urban core” adds a level of complexity to evacuation logistics with the likelihood of traffic congestion 
throughout the area hampering timely evacuation of individual neighborhoods.  

The main transportation corridors through the study area are I-70, C-470, SH-93/US-6, US-40, SH-58, 19th 
St./Lookout Mtn Rd., Ford St./S. Golden Rd. and Heritage Road. The City of Golden is positioned at the 
confluence of several major highways and road networks running north-south and east-west across 
central Colorado. These major highways offer limited local access and generally restrict traffic flow from 
one part of town to another.  

SH-93/US-6, Heritage Road. US-40 form the major north-south corridor through the assessment area. 
Primary evacuation egress for six of the ten hazard zones identified in this report utilize this corridor. 
The primary evacuation route for the North and South Table Mountain assessment area neighborhoods 
is Ford St, a 2-lane heavily trafficked downtown Golden thoroughfare.  

The Golden Southwest assessment area warrants mention here as over 500 homes are limited to two 
points of egress on to the Heritage Road corridor. The construction of a 3rd point of egress for this area is 
recommended and detailed in the Golden Southwest Assessment section of this report.  

General Recommendations 
Pre-planning is critical to successful evacuation of any threatened population. In all the 
communities mentioned above, an evacuation pre-plan should be developed and reviewed 
annually for continued accuracy. This is especially important in areas where development is 
ongoing. As primary and alternative evacuation routes are developed, we recommend adding 
signs, similar to the example in Figure 1, at every junction marking the route as a wildfire 
evacuation route. All the primary and alternative roads should be inspected periodically at 
junctions to be sure they have reflective signage with at least 4-inch tall characters.  
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Figure 1, Evacuation Route Signage Example 
While street signs in the study are generally good and most road junctions marked, there are 
some areas where street signs are not reflective, and many homes throughout the study area do 
not have an address marker visible from the street. Where address markers do exist, they vary in 
size, reflectivity, and position. Although mapping applications such as Google Map and Waze 
have made it easier for responders to locate specific structures, reflective addressing visible from 
the street is still desirable. Most applications relying on GPS technology have difficulty 
pinpointing addresses from time to time. While some residents may consider reflective address 
signage unattractive, it is a desirable aid for quick and effective response. The value to 
responders, especially at night and under difficult conditions, is not to be underestimated. This is 
especially true during large wildland fires where poor addressing will create an additional 
challenge for outside responders who do not possess local knowledge and training regarding 
access.  

Although consistent, reflective street and address markers seem less relevant with today’s 
technology, it’s important to remember that technology does fail. A program of improving road 
and address markers throughout the study area is recommended. We recommend WMFR, all 
existing or planned HOAs, appropriate local governmental entities, developers, and property 
owners work together to create and implement a consistent system of reflective address markers. 
If the residence is not visible from the street, an address marker should be located on the street at 
the entrance to the driveway. An additional address marker showing all residences located on 
communal driveways should be placed where the private drive joins a public road.  

Access road vegetation management is recommended for all primary and alternate 
access/evacuation routes. Fuels should be monitored along all these routes to be sure flammable 
vegetation does not compromise their use during wildfire events. Limbing and thinning should 
be conducted in any section where fuels are found near the road. Hazardous trees and shrubs 
should be removed within 10 feet of the roadway and any grasses mowed to a height of no 
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greater than four inches. Trees should be trimmed to at least a height of eight feet for trees 25 
feet or taller and 1/3 the tree height for smaller trees within 30 feet of the roadway to prevent 
surface fires from laddering into the canopy near the road. 
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