
Dear Golden Residents and Businesses,

The Golden Fire Department (GFD) is a dedicated group of 

men and women who provide fire and rescue services for the 

residents of Golden and for visitors to the area. It is a combination 

department consisting of a small paid administrative staff, three 

paid Lieutenants, one paid Operations Captain, and approximately 

80 unpaid volunteers who serve as Battalion Chiefs, Captains, 

Lieutenants, and firefighters. Having a mainly volunteer fire 

department saves the City of Golden and its residents millions 

of dollars every year. The money saved can go toward other 

City services such as street paving, snow removal, and parks  

and recreation.

The fire department is funded by the City for all critical equipment 

and needs. But Golden Fire responds to a wider variety of calls than 

many departments. These include wildfires, technical rope rescues, 

swiftwater rescues, traffic accidents, and hazardous materials 

incidents, as well as structure fires and medical calls. These 

challenges require specialized training and equipment that is not 

always covered by the City budget. To help with this, the Golden 

Fire Foundation (GFF) was created. The GFF is a nonprofit 501 (c) (3) 

whose purpose is to raise and distribute money for equipment, 

upgrades, training, and volunteer firefighter recognition and 

support that may otherwise not be funded in Golden.

Donations to the Golden Fire Foundation help your firefighters in 

their mission to enhance the quality of life for the Golden community 

through fire and injury prevention, education, and protection of life 

and property. This is also a great way to help recognize the hard 

work, dedication, and sacrifice put in by our volunteer firefighters 

and their families. All donations are tax deductible.

Thank you for your support!  Sincerely,

The Volunteer Firefighters of Golden and The Golden Fire Foundation

IN 2018:
• 2,287 calls for service

• 3,000 hours on fire and rescue scenes

• 10,800 hours of training

• 5,100 hours of work detail  
(including special events, community 
service, truck and equipment care)

WAYS TO DONATE TO  
THE GOLDEN FIRE FOUNDATION:

• Mail your donation with enclosed envelope

• Drop off at the main fire station,  
911 10th St.

• Donate online: 
www.cityofgolden.net/FireDonations

New rigging packs and headlamps for rope rescues in 2018.

Upgrades and replacements for swiftwater rescue equipment in 2018.
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

About Fire Prevention Week

Since 1922, the NFPA has sponsored the public observance of Fire Prevention Week. In 1925, President 

Calvin Coolidge proclaimed Fire Prevention Week a national observance, making it the longest-running 

public health observance in our country. During Fire Prevention Week, children, adults, and teachers learn 

how to stay safe in case of a fire. Firefighters provide lifesaving public education in an effort to drastically 

decrease casualties caused by fires.

Fire Prevention Week is observed each year during the week of October 9th in commemoration of the Great 

Chicago Fire, which began on October 8, 1871, and caused devastating damage. This horrific conflagration 

killed more than 250 people, left 100,000 homeless, destroyed more than 17,400 structures, and burned 

more than 2,000 acres of land.

This year’s FPW campaign, “Not Every Hero Wears a Cape. Plan and Practice Your Escape!” works 

to educate everyone about the small but important actions they can take to keep themselves and those 

around them safe.

DID YOU KNOW?

In a typical home fire, you may have as little as one to two minutes to escape safely from the time the 

smoke alarm sounds. Escape planning and practice can help you make the most of the time you have, 

giving everyone enough time to get out.

Plan ahead for your escape. Make your home escape plan and practice today.

Fire Prevention Week Oct. 6 - 12


