
ORDINANCE NO. 2172 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
GOLDEN, COLORADO, EXTENDING THE MORATORIUM ON 
THE ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS 
FOR BUILDING PERMITS FOR NEW HOUSEHOLD DWELLING 
UNIT STRUCTURES IN THE R1, R1A, R2 AND R3 ZONE 
DISTRICTS, BUILDING PERMITS FOR THE EXPANSION OF 
HOUSEHOLD DWELLING UNIT STRUCTURES IN THE R1, 
R1A, R2, AND R3 ZONE DISTRICTS, AND  SITE 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN APPROVAL UNDER GOLDEN 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 18, CHAPTER 18.40 FOR 
HOUSEHOLD DWELLING UNIT STRUCTURES IN THE R1, 
R1A, R2 AND R3 ZONE DISTRICTS   

 
 

WHEREAS, on July 13, 2021, the City of Golden City Council (“City Council”) adopted Ordinance 
No. 2165 (“Ordinance 2165”), imposing a 180-day moratorium on the acceptance and processing of 
applications for building permits for new one household, two household, multiple household, or accessory 
dwelling unit structures in the R1, R1A, R2, and R3 zone districts, building permits for the expansion of 
existing household dwelling unit structures in the R1, R1A, R2 and R3 zone districts,  and site development 
plan approval under Golden Municipal Code (“GMC”) Title 18, Chapter 18.40 for two household, multiple 
household, or accessory dwelling unit structures in the R1, R1A, R2, and R3 zone districts, to preserve the 
status quo and allow City Council to investigate, consider, and, if advisable, adopt new standards for 
development in the R1, R1A, R2, and R3 zone districts as part of the City’s zoning code rewrite effort; and  

 
WHEREAS, City Council found that Ordinance 2165 was necessary due to the potential for, and 

the likelihood of, the continued submission of building permit and site development plan applications for 
household dwelling units during the weeks and months prior to adoption of the new zoning code and new 
zoning map for the City (the “New Zoning Code” and “New Zoning Map”, respectively); and 

 
WHEREAS, Ordinance 2165 anticipated that the New Zoning Code and New Zoning Map for the 

R2 and R3 zone districts would be presented for City Council’s review and formal adoption in fall 2021; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, following the adoption of Ordinance 2165, the City initiated public engagement on 
the New Zoning Map; and 

 
WHEREAS, following adoption of Ordinance 2165, on July 20, 2021, City Council and the City 

of Golden Planning Commission (“Planning Commission”) met in a joint session to review the second draft 
of the New Zoning Code rewrite document and provide direction to City staff with respect to the same; and 

 
WHEREAS, during the July 20, 2021 joint session, City Council requested that Planning 

Commission conduct a more detailed review of, and provide further direction to City staff on, the standards 
and guidelines proposed for the New Zoning Code; and  

 
WHEREAS, consistent with City Council’s request, Planning Commission conducted a detailed 

review of, and provided extensive direction to City staff on, the standards and guidelines proposed for the 
New Zoning Code during its September 1 and October 6, 2021 study sessions; and 
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WHEREAS, the City’s legal counsel continues to review and provide extensive feedback to City 
staff on the draft New Zoning Code; and  

 
WHEREAS, City staff currently is revising the draft New Zoning Code and New Zoning Map 

based on comments, direction, and feedback received from City Council, Planning Commission, the City’s 
legal counsel, and the public; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City now anticipates that the New Zoning Code and New Zoning Map for the R1, 

R1A, R2, and R3 zone districts will be presented for City Council’s review and formal adoption in spring 
2022; and 

 
WHEREAS, the moratorium imposed by Ordinance 2165 is set to expire on January 16, 2022; and  

 
WHEREAS, City Council finds that, if the moratorium imposed by Ordinance 2165 is not extended 

by this ordinance, building permit and site development plan applications for household dwelling units in 
the R1, R1A, R2, and R3 zone districts likely will be submitted prior to the City’s adoption of the New 
Zoning Code and New Zoning Map for the R1, R1A, R2, and R3 zone districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, City Council finds it remains desirable and in the public interest to preserve the status 

quo and allow City Council to investigate, consider, and, if advisable, adopt new standards for development 
in the R1, R1A, R2, and R3 zone districts as part of the New Zoning Code and New Zoning Map efforts; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, City Council therefore desires to extend the moratorium established by Ordinance 

2165 for an additional 120 days; and 
 
WHEREAS, the moratorium imposed by Ordinance 2165, as extended by this ordinance, is 

reasonable in length and is no longer than is required for the City to properly develop, adopt and implement 
the New Zoning Code and New Zoning Map for the R1, R1A, R2, and R3 zone districts; and 
 

WHEREAS, owners and developers of real property affected by this ordinance desiring to construct 
new structures will not be unfairly prejudiced by the imposition of the short, temporary, additional 
moratorium proposed by this ordinance. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GOLDEN 
COLORADO: 
 

Section 1. The moratorium imposed by Ordinance 2165 upon the acceptance and processing 
of applications for:  (i) building permits for new one household, two household, multiple household, or 
accessory dwelling unit structures in the R1, R1A, R2 and R3 zone districts, (ii) building permits for the 
expansion of an existing one household, two household, multiple household, or accessory dwelling unit 
structure in the R1, R1A, R2 and R3 zone districts,  and (iii) site development plan approval under GMC 
Title 18, Chapter 18.40 for new or expanded two household, multiple household, or accessory dwelling unit 
structures in the R1, R1A, R2 and R3 zone districts is hereby extended for an additional 120 days, unless 
sooner repealed.  All other provisions of Ordinance 2165 shall remain in effect for the duration of the 
moratorium, as extended. 
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Section 2. The provisions of this ordinance and the moratorium extended hereby shall not 
affect or otherwise prohibit the processing of applications for uses and proposals outside of the specific 
scope defined herein.   
 

Section 3.   All other ordinances or portions thereof inconsistent or conflicting with this 
ordinance or any portion hereof are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency or conflict. 

 
 Section 4. This ordinance shall not release, extinguish, alter, modify, or change in whole or 
in part any penalty, forfeiture or liability, either civil or criminal, which shall have been incurred for 
violation of any provision of the GMC.  Each provision shall be treated and held as still remaining in force 
for the purpose of sustaining any and all proper actions, suits, proceedings and prosecutions for enforcement 
of the penalty, forfeiture, or liability, as well as for the purpose of sustaining any judgment, decree, or order 
which can or may be rendered, entered, or made in such actions, suits, proceedings, or prosecutions. 

 
Section 5. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance should be found by a court of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining portions or applications 
of this ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid portion, provided that such remaining portions 
or applications of this ordinance are not determined by the court to be inoperable.  City Council declares 
that it would have adopted this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion 
thereof, despite the fact that any one or more section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion be 
declared invalid. 

 
Section 6.  Safety. This ordinance is deemed necessary for the protection of the health, welfare 

and safety of the community. 
 

Section 7. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after 
publication following final passage in accordance with Section 5.9 of the Charter for the City of Golden, 
Colorado. 
 

INTRODUCED, READ AND PASSED AS AN ORDINANCE, ON FIRST READING, AT A 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GOLDEN, COLORADO, the 11th  
day of January, 2022. 
 

READ, PASSED AND ADOPTED AS AN ORDINANCE ON SECOND READING, 
FOLLOWING A PUBLIC HEARING, AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF GOLDEN, COLORADO, the                day of ___________, 2022. 
       
  
 
        ________________________________                                                                         
        Laura M. Weinberg   
        Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
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_____________________________                                                                   
Monica S. Mendoza, CMC 
City Clerk   
             
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
____________________________________                                                                   
Kathie B. Guckenberger 
City Attorney 


